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Amendment

Rule 1200-08-12-.03 Definitions is amended by adding the following subparagraphs in the appropriate order and
renumbering all subparagraphs accordingly:

()
()
()

()

()

()

0

()

“Advisory Council” means the Tennessee Trauma Care Advisory Council.
“Commissioner” means the Commissioner of the Tennessee Department of Health.

“Data” means the original information contained on the report required by the regulations,
including, but not limited to, both identifying and non-identifying information.

“Health care practitioner" means a physician, surgeon, or other heaith care professional
licensed under T.C.A. Title 63 who is engaged in diagnosing and/or treating patients
within the trauma care system.

“Identifying information” means any information that could lead to the identification of a
patient who has been diagnosed or treated within the frauma care system.

“Medical Record” means medical histories, records, reports, summaries, diagnoses,
prognoses, records of treatment and medication ordered and given, entries, x-rays,
radiology interpretations, and other written electronics, or graphic data prepared, kapt,
made or maintained in a facility that pertains to confinement or services rendered to
patients admitted or receiving care.,

"Person” means any member of the “medical, scientific, and academic research
community.”

“Policies and Procedures Manual” means the document(s) maintained in the offices of
the Tennessee Trauma Registry giving specific written instructions for the implementation
of policies and procedures utilized by the registry and which may be updated from time to
time.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 68-11-209 and 68-11-259.

New Rule

Rule 1200-08-12 Trauma Centers is amended by adding a new Rule 1200-08-12-.06 Trauma Registry Data which

shall read as follows:

1200-08-12-.06 Trauma Registry Data

&} Confidentiality.

(a)

(b)

(c)

§S-7037 (October 2011)

T.C.A. 68-11-259 provides for the confidentiality of data obtained from the reports of
trauma patients.

Information contained in the trauma registry that could lead, or reasonably lead, to the
identity of any patient or a reporting facility may not be made available to the public.

Trauma registry responsibilities

1. The trauma registry shall take strict measures to ensure that all patient identifying
information is treated as confidential and privileged.

2 All employess or consultants, including auditors of the trauma registry, shall sign
a Tennessee Trauma Registry Employee Confidentiality Pledge and these
sig'ned pledges shall be kept on file.

RDA 1693
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(d)
1.
2.
{2) Release of Data
(@

(b)

§8-7037 {(October 2011)

Protection of report sources. Hospitals, laboratories, facilities, or health care
practitioners who disclose trauma care data to the trauma registry or its
employees in conformity with the act creating the trauma registry in 2005 and its
amendments, as well as rules and regulations promuigated thereto, shall not be
held liable for the release of such data to the department.

Protection of patient identifying information obtained by special studies and other
research studies

All identifying information such as records of interviews, questionnaires, reports,
statements, notes, and memoranda that are procured or prepared by employees
or agents of the trauma registry shall be used solely for statistical, scientific and
medical research purposes and shall be held strictly confidential by the trauma
regisiry.

This applies also to identifying information procured by any other person, agency,
or organization, including public or private colieges and universities acting joinily
with the trauma registry in connection with special health studies and research
investigations.

Release of non-identifying information

1.

To the Tennessee Department of Health:

(D) The trauma registry shall work closely with the Tennessee Department of

Health in investigating the causes and consequences of traumatic
injuries and in evaluating programs.

(ii) Because the trauma registry data are an integral part of the Tennessee
Department of Health traumatic injury prevention and control programs,
the use of trauma registry data by public health officials shall be
considered an in-house activity.

To the general public:

(i) Public reports published by the trauma registry shall inclitde aggregate,
not patient identifying information or facility identifying information.

(i) Information that would potentially identify a trauma patient shall not be
published.

(iii) Non-identifying information may be made available to the general public
upon request to the depariment.

{iv) The availability of any data shall depend upon the department’s financial
or other ability to comply with such reguests. The trauma registry shall
respond to public requests as quickly as possible, subject to staffing
constraints,

Release of identifying information

1.

Identifying information collected from any hospital, laboratory, facilily, or heaith
care practitioner may be released to qualified persons for the purposes of
traumatic injury prevention, control, care, and research provided that each
request for identifying information follows the established procedure outlined in
the trauma registry Policies and Procedures Manual and receives prior approval
by the department.
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2. Identifying information that is collected solely by the trauma registry for its own
special studies shall not be released.

(c) Annual Report. A statistical report shall be prepared at the completion of each year's
data collection cycle and will be distributed as requested.
(3) Request procedure for patient identifying information
(a) Requests for identifying information shall be reviewed and approved by the department

according to the policies of the Tennessee Department of Health and the trauma registry.

(b) A detailed description of the procedures for requesting identifying information can be
obtained from the frauma registry.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 68-11-209 and 68-11-259
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